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Minutes of the Highclere Parish Council Meeting 

Highclere Village Hall 

Tuesday 09 April 2024 at 7.30pm 

 

Members Present:  Cllr Norton (Chairman), Cllr Bartholomew, Cllr Easton, Cllr York 

Clerk:    Amy White  

Present:   Cllr Falconer, one parishioner 

 

The Chairman, Brad Norton welcomed everyone to the meeting.  

1. 99/23 Apologies for Absence 
Cllr Thacker was absent. Apologies received from Cllr MacIver. Cllr John Stoker has resigned. 
HPC thanks him for his wonderful work on the council and wishes him well. He remains on 
the Neighbourhood Plan steering group. 
 

2. 100/23 Declarations of Interest   
None. 
 

3. 101/23 To agree Minutes of Meeting held on 12 March 2024 
The Minutes of 12 March 2024 were agreed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

4. 102/23 Matters arising from Meeting held on 12 March 2024 
 

5. N Action Person 
8
6 

Cllr Norton to create wording for leaflet to be sent to Penwood residents regarding a 
possible tree survey. Not actioned- moved to next meeting. 

Cllr 
Norton 

 
 

5. 103/23 Public participation 
A parishioner came to discuss a potential planning application at Plantation Cottage. The 
application has not yet been submitted and the council cannot comment until the application 
is received. 
 

6. 104/23 Reports from County and Borough Councillors 
Cllr Falconer explained that BDBC is in the pre election period. 
 

7. 105/23 Business Plan- to decide on creating a 3 year Highclere Action plan 
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The Clerk has circulated in advance a number of examples of action/business plans for parish 
councils. It was discussed that it might help promote and explain what a parish council is, its 
powers and duties, as well as making it a more accountable body. 
A coheseive web presence for all of Highclere including Highclere Society was discussed. 
Action: Clerk, Cllr Bartholomew and Cllr Doe to meet with Highclere Society on 28 May to 
discuss ways of cross working. 
Action: Cllr Bartholomew to initiate email discussion with Highclere Fete website creator and 
Clerk/Cllr Doe to discuss websites. 
 

8. 106/23 Footpaths: Recent change of use in Glebe Field and discussion on ‘historic’ right of 
way- Cllr Bartholomew 
Cllr Bartholomew commented that part of the Glebe has been fenced off- this field is owned 
by the diocese and currently rented out to parishioners. The fenced off area has been used 
historically by dog walkers so there is some concern as to why this happened. 
Action: Cllr Bartholomew to investigate the issue of the Glebe field further. 
 

9. 107/23 Recent Planning Applications (comments in bold):  
Please see the Basingstoke and Deane portal for full responses from HPC. 

• 24/00573/ROC Land At The Old Piggery Westridge: Objection 
• T/00156/24/TPO Barncourt Star Lane Highclere: No objection 
• 24/00235/HSE Oaklea Penwood Road Wash Water: No comment 
• 24/00644/FUL Barn On Land Adjacent To The A343 Andover Road Highclere: Objection 
• 24/00589/FUL Pykes House Mount Road Highclere: No objection (comment added) 
• 24/00773/AGPD Land At Oakley Farm Penwood Road Wash Water: Not yet decided 

(deadline 23 April) 
 

10. 108/23 Neighbourhood Plan update  
Colin Wall provided the following report: 
Progress to date 
1. The recommendation at your last meeting was that we should change our Site allocation 
from Foxs Lane to Cleremeadows. This and its implications have been taken on board by our 
consultants, PlanET. In the meantime they have sent us their almost final draft of the 
Screening NP. The SG will consider this at it’s next meeting (TBA). 
2. The Chairman has made contact with the proposer of Cleremeadows, Donnington Homes, 
and informed them of the policies to which any development there must conform. We hope 
to have a meeting with them soon to discuss their initial thoughts and gather evidence for 
the Screening NP. 
3. In light of Cllr Stoker’s resignation from the PC, we are assuming that his place as PC rep 
on the NPSG will naturally fall to Cllr MacIver. 
 

11. 109/23 Westridge Studio project update and request for plaques with remaining CIL funds 
Plaques: Westridge Studio has requested 3 plaques at a cost of £108 each, to sit under the 
three trees planted with the CIL funds allocated in last financial year’s budget. 
Action: Clerk to approve costs for plaques with Westridge. 
 

12. 110/23 Finance update  
The Clerk presented items for payment for April, added at the end of the Minutes. 
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Barclays Bank Balance at 31 March 2024: £46043.27 
The Clerk confirmed the end of year accounts balance (see attached end of of year info at end 
of Minutes). The Clerk is now preparing for internal audit, which will take place on Tuesday 
04 June 2024. 
Scribe is now used as the accounting package.  
 

13. 111/23 Decision on format of AM and APM 
The lack of parishioner engagement has been noted at the last few APMs. It was therefore 
decided that Cllr Norton will open up the APM and welcome attendees but not read out the 
report. The information for the report will be gathered by the Clerk and made available to 
read at the meeting and online. 

 
14. 112/23 Items to take forward to subsequent meeting 

Standard items for Annual Meeting. 
 

15. 113/23 Date of next Meeting Tuesday 14th May Highclere Village Hall 7:30pm (Annual 
Meeting), 8pm (Annual Parish Meeting ). 
 
 
 
Signed _______________________   Position ________________Date ________ 
 
 

Actions from 09 April 2024 Meeting 
 

 
Number Action Person 
90/23 Cllr Norton to create wording for leaflet to be sent to Penwood residents 

regarding a possible tree survey 
Cllr Norton 

105/23 Clerk, Cllr Bartholomew and Cllr Doe to meet with Highclere Society on 28 
May to discuss ways of cross working. 
 

Clerk, Cllr Doe, 
Cllr 
Bartholomew 

105/23 Cllr Bartholomew to initiate email discussion with Highclere Fete website 
creator and Clerk/Cllr Doe to discuss websites. 
 

Cllr 
Bartholomew 

106/23 Cllr Bartholomew to investigate the issue of the Glebe field further. Cllr 
Bartholomew 

109/23 Clerk to approve costs for plaques with Westridge. Clerk 
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Accounts for payment 
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